The greatest among you must be your servant
Mt 23,1-12.
5 NOVEMBER – XXXI SUNDAY O.T.

The religion that Jesus has come to teach on earth is enclosed in a particular statute that is made up of one article or principle and one only paragraph. Everything else is useful to his religion, but it is not his religion. This only article or principle is made up of two only words: listen and obey. I speak and you live. I say and you do. As soon as you break this relation, my religion dies, yours begins. Only mine is religion of life, though. Your religion is of death. This statute and article is always true for Jesus, even when scribes and the Pharisees sit at the chair of his truth and of his love. Those are of a completely opposed religion to his one.
Being his religion only listening, obedience, life of listening and obedience, Jesus wants it never to be changed, modified, altered. You listen to the scribe and the Pharisee who is at his chair, you are saved. You do not listen to him, you violated the statute of the religion of Christ the Lord. Then it is righteous to ask: should the listening be always given? The answer is affirmative. It must not be given only when there is an explicit command of Christ to which one must always give priority even at the cost of life. Jesus has obeyed the command of the Father until death and to the death of cross. Even the disciples must obey the command of Christ until the death of cross. It is truth taught by the Holy Spirit by mouth of Peter. He has received a command from Jesus and he owes obedience.
Observing the boldness of Peter and John and perceiving them to be uneducated, ordinary men, they were amazed, and they recognized them as the companions of Jesus. Then when they saw the man who had been cured standing there with them, they could say nothing in reply. So they ordered them to leave the Sanhedrin, and conferred with one another, saying, "What are we to do with these men? Everyone living in Jerusalem knows that a remarkable sign was done through them, and we cannot deny it. But so that it may not be spread any further among the people, let us give them a stern warning never again to speak to anyone in this name." So they called them back and ordered them not to speak or teach at all in the name of Jesus. Peter and John, however, said to them in reply, "Whether it is right in the sight of God for us to obey you rather than God, you be the judges. It is impossible for us not to speak about what we have seen and heard." After threatening them further, they released them, finding no way to punish them, on account of the people who were all praising God for what had happened. For the man on whom this sign of healing had been done was over forty years old. (Act 4,13-22). 
This relation of listening and of obedience must be lived, but always in the Word of Jesus, even between disciple and disciple. The Christian serves the Christian listening and obeying, as a servant does with his master.
Then Jesus spoke to the crowds and to his disciples, saying, "The scribes and the Pharisees have taken their seat on the chair of Moses. Therefore, do and observe all things whatsoever they tell you, but do not follow their example. For they preach but they do not practice. They tie up heavy burdens (hard to carry) and lay them on people's shoulders, but they will not lift a finger to move them. All their works are performed to be seen. They widen their phylacteries and lengthen their tassels. They love places of honor at banquets, seats of honor in synagogues, greetings in marketplaces, and the salutation 'Rabbi.' As for you, do not be called 'Rabbi.' You have but one teacher, and you are all brothers. Call no one on earth your father; you have but one Father in heaven. Do not be called 'Master'; you have but one master, the Messiah. The greatest among you must be your servant. Whoever exalts himself will be humbled; but whoever humbles himself will be exalted.

The religion of Jesus is a perennial service to God who asks us to serve man, but always in the respect of his Word, from the Word, always remaining in the Word. It is a service that demands our annihilation. One denied himself before men to deny ourselves before God. This alone is the religion of Jesus. All the other ones are of man at the service of himself. The religion of the scribes and of the Pharisees was that.
Virgin Mary, Mother of Redemption, Angels, Saints, make us of the religion of Jesus.
